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NPA Studies New Cuts in Use 
Of Tin under M-25 


The United States has stopped buying tin for the national stock- 
pile, and, to keep tin consumption well within the limits of the 
restricted supply, the National Production Authority has been di- 
rected to further curtail the use of tin and tin products. 


1951 Indicated Production 
Of Vegetables for Processing 


The 1951 production of 10 important 
truck crops for processing is esti- 
mated at 6.62 million tons, according 
to the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics. This compares with 5.09 mil- 
lion tons harvested last year and an 
average of 5.20 million tons for the 
1940-49 period. 

Production of all processing vege- 
tables this year is indicated to be 
larger than the 1950 production except 
for canning beets, contracted ton- 
nage of kraut cabbage, fall-crop spin- 
ach, and pimientos. Of the 10 crops, 
fall spinach is the only one in pros- 
pect failing to equal or exceed an 
average crop. 

These 10 crops represent, on the 
average, about 96 percent of the total 
tonnage of the 11 truck crops for 
processing which are estimated by 
BAE. The items not included in these 
November 1 estimates are asparagus 
for processing and open market pur- 
chases of kraut cabbage. 

Following is a comparison of 1950 
production of vegetables for processing 
with indicated production for 1951, 
with percentage comparisons: 


1961 
Crop 1950 Indicated Change 
( per- 
(tonsa) (tona) cent) 
Lima beans 80,500 91.860 14 
Snap beans 254,500 270,000 4 6 
Beets 174,500 164,900 6 
Cabbage for kraut 122,800 107,400 13 
Corn 974,200 1,197,100 +22 
Cucumbers for 
pickles 176,280 266,380 +51 
Peas 433,830 612,510 +18 
Pimientos 46,000 15,300 66 
Spinach: 


Winter 4 Spring 60,960 96,480 +57 
Fall 18.720 16.070 —19 
Tomatoes 2,747,400 3,884,300 41 


5,088,690 6,620,250 +30 


Total—10 crops 


This was announced November 8 
with the release of a letter from 
Manly Fleischmann, Administrator of 
the Defense Production Administra- 
tion, to W. Stuart Symington, RFC 
Administrator, and Jess Larson, Ad- 
ministrator of the Defense Materials 
Procurement Agency. 


NPA is proceeding to carry out its 
directive to bring about reductions in 
tin use. It met November 15 with its 
Tin Plate Industry Advisory Commit- 
tee and is expected to call in commit- 
tees representing metal cans and clo- 
sures and collapsible tubes. It also is 
expected that investigations will be 
made by the U. S. Department of Ag- 
riculture as the claimant agency for 
food in the defense program. 

If the tin situation does not improve 
and the NPA is therefore compelled 
to proceed with tighter controls on 
tin use, the canning industry will 
feel the impact of the government's 
tin purchase policy through restrictive 


(Please turn to page 385) 


N. C. A. To Testify at Hearing 
On Chemicals in Food Products 


Dr. J. Russell Esty, Director of the 
N. C. A. Western Branch Laboratory, 
will appear before the House Select 
Committee to Investigate the Use of 
Chemicals in Food Products on No- 
vember 20. The Committee will con- 
duct hearings on November 20 and 21 
at the Federal Building in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Because of its crowded schedule, 
the Committee has concurred with 
the suggestion that Dr. Esty appear 
in behalf of a sizable group of West 
Coast canning industry represento- 
tives whom it had originally planned 
to hear. Dr. Esty has been invited 
to give particular attention in his 
testimony to insecticides as they af- 
fect canning crops. 


Color of Raw Tomatoes 


A special tomato color conference 
will be held at N.C.A. headquarters in 
Washington on December 17 and 18 
for tomato canners and their technical 
staffs to explore fully the possibilities 
of using objective methods of measur- 
ing color of raw tomatoes, 

During the past two seasons a co- 
operative experiment has been con- 
ducted in New Jersey by the New 


(Please turn to page 385) 


FTC Holds Public Hearing on Grocery Trade Practice Rules 


A public hearing to permit inter- 
ested parties to present views, sug- 
gestions or objections to the latest 
draft of the proposed trade practice 
rules for the grocery industry was held 
by the Federal Trade Commission on 
November 1. Counsel for the Na- 
tional Canners Association attended 
for the canning industry. 

The rules under discussion are the 
latest of a series of drafts of pro- 
posed trade practice rules developed 
through the joint efforts of the Federal 
Trade Commission staff and represen- 
tatives of the various trade associa- 
tions whose members make up the 
grocery industry. The N.C.A. was 
represented on the industry commit- 
tee and participated in the formula- 


tion of the present draft. The rules 
when finally adopted will apply to can- 
ners and other manufacturers, brokers, 
wholesalers, and retailers of all gro- 
cery products. 


The rules in Parts I and III of the 
proposed rules encompass the prohibi- 
tions of the Clayton Act, as amended 
by the Rebinson-Patman Act and 
otherwise. The remaining rules are 
based on Sections 5 and 12 of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission Act, which pro- 
hibit the use in commerce of unfair 
methods of competition, unfair or 
deceptive acts or practices, and false 
advertising. Final action by the FTC 
on the proposed rules is expected in 


the near future. 
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PERSONNEL 


Col. Durbin Appointed Chief 
Of Supply Division, OQMG 


Col. W. F. Durbin was appointed 
Chief of the Supply Division of the 
Office of the Quartermaster General 
on November 13. The current canned 
food procurement program was de- 
veloped by Colonel Durbin and, as 
Chief of the Supply Division, the pro- 
curement of canned foods will be un- 
der his jurisdiction. 


Colonel Durbin was transferred to 
the Office of the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral in August, 1950, from the Oak- 
land Procurement Agency, where he 
had been commanding officer for a 
year. His first assignment in Wash- 
ington was as Chief of the Purchase 
Control Branch. Successively, he was 
appointed Chief of the Subsistence 
Branch, Assistant Chief of the Supply 
Division, and now Chief of the Supply 
Division. 


He is a native of Washington State, 
where he was born in 1911. His mili- 
tary career began in 1933 when he 
entered the Infantry as a second lieu- 
tenant. Since 1935 he has held as- 
signments in the Quartermaster Corps. 


National Pickle Packers Assn. 


The National Pickle Packers Asso- 
ciation elected the following officers 
recently at the association’s annual 
meeting: 


President—James M. Irwin, The 
H. W. Madison Co., Cleveland; vice 
president—Edward Guggenheimer, 
Bloch & Guggenheimer, Long Island 
City, N. V.; treasurer—Earl G. Van 
Holten, J. G. Van Holten & Son, Mil- 
waukee (reelected); and secretary— 
Edward T. Miller, Oak Park, III. (re- 
elected). 


USDA Staff Organization 


Dr. Hugh H. Bennett has been ap- 
pointed a special assistant to the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, in charge of 
conservation and resource matters. 
Dr. Bennett has been Chief of the 
Soil Conservation Service since its 
creation by Congress in 1935. 


Dr. Robert M. Salter, since 1942 
Chief of the Bureau of Plant Indus- 
try, Soils, and Agricultural Engineer- 
ing, will succeed Dr. Bennett. 


Dr. A. H. Moseman, assistant chief 
under Dr. Salter, has been appointed 


Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry, 
Soils, and Agricultural Engineering. 


Frank K. Woolley, who had been 
Deputy Administrator of PMA until 
March 30 and more recently a special 
assistant to the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, resigned October 31. He re- 
portedly has taken a position with the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 


PUBLICITY 


N. C. A. Building Selected as 
One of 100 Best Offices 


The N.C.A. headquarters building 
in Washington, D. C., has been selected 
as “one of the 100 best offices in Amer- 
ica” by the editors of American Busi- 
ness magazine. 


An article in the magazine’s October 
issue describes the facilities of the 
Washington building and notes that 
“under the impact of this [Korean] 
emergency and with its new and mod- 
ern facilities, the N.C.A. has handled 
considerably more work than in its 
former building.” 

The magazine also states: The new 
facilities and methods of operation of 
this organization may be a helpful 
model for the 14,000 known trade as- 
sociations in existence.” 


Canners’ Exhibit Spotlights 
Nutrition in Canned Foods 


The N. C. A. Western Branch Labora- 
tory and the Canners League of Cali- 
fornia jointly staged an exhibit, point- 
ing to the nutritive values of canned 
foods, at the headquarters hotel of the 
American Public Health Association's 
79th annual meeting in San Francisco 
recently. A large display panel 
headed “Good Nutrition with Canned 
Foods” was exhibited over the width 
of the booth. 


A feaure poster emphasized the 
year-round availability, economy, ap- 
petizing character and convenience of 
canned foods, and an accompanying 
display showed sample tin and glass 
containers of the canned products. 
Two panels illustrated continuous im- 
provement through research and listed 
grants made under the N.C.A.-C.M.I. 
nutrition research program. 

Full color transparencies of dishes 
prepared from canned foods were dis- 
played on a shadow box at the en- 
trance to the booth. These photo- 
graphs proved to be an excellent at- 
traction. 
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Country Gentleman Magazine 


“Take advantage of the precooked 
or partly cooked foods on your 
grocer’s shelves. They make it pos- 
sible for you to serve a wide variety 
of appetizing dishes with a minimum 
amount of preparation,” begins the 
article, “Half Done Before You 
Start,” in the November Country 
Gentleman magazine. 


The author, Ethel M. Eaton, says 
that the canned vegetable soup in 
vegetable-soup meat loaf gives “extra 
good flavor.” The caption for the 
picture showing celery-rice with meat 
sauce reads, “Keep a can of pork loaf 
on your pantry shelf for use in this 
tasty sauce,” and another says, “A 
can of cream of mushroom soup is 
your ready-made sauce for scalloped 
potatoes.” 


American Home Magazine 


Recipes with a one-pound can of 
salmon as the main ingredient are 
featured in an article in the Novem- 
ber American Home magazine. 

The article entitled “Take A Can of 
Salmon,” is one of the monthly series 
of “American Home Quickies” set up 
so the recipes can be clipped and filed. 

The dishes are pictured in both 
color and black-and-white, with the 
black-and-white photographs showing 
how to prepare the dishes. The fin- 
ished food is shown in colored pictures. 


MEETING 


N.C.A. Speakers Address 
State Association Meetings 


N. C. A. officers and staff this week 
addressed the annual conventions of 
the Wisconsin and Indiana Canners 
Associations. 

President H. J. Barnes told the Wis- 
consin canners of the services of 
N. C. A. and said that because of the 
flexibility of the Association, the can- 
ning industry is geared to play its part 
in any war or emergency. 

Howard L. Stier, Director of the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics, spoke 
at the Wisconsin meeting on the im- 
portance of statistics to the individual 
canner. 

Secretary Carlos Campbell ad- 
dressed the Indiana meeting on the 
current tin situation which threatens 
to cause further restrictions on the 
use of tin for food cans. 
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DEFENSE 


Nickel Supply 


Because of growing military re- 
quirements for nickel, manufacturers 
of certain food machinery may be 
compelled to experiment with different 
types of chrome, according to the Na- 
tional Production Authority. 

At a recent industry advisory com- 
mittee meeting, NPA informed manu- 
facturers of meat machinery that 
forthcoming limitation orders will re- 
strict the use of nickel-bearing stain- 
less steel “to functional parts of ma- 
chinery that come in direct contact 
with the product.” 


NPA asked the meat machinery 
manufacturers to use straight chrome 
stainless steel, which is now in bal- 
anced supply. NPA officials conceded 
that chrome is not as corrosive-resist- 
ant as nickel-bearing stainless steel. 
But because of the shortage of zinc 
and the increasing military demand 
for nickel, NPA said the manufac- 
turers will have to experiment with 
different types of chrome. 

NPA is planning to amend its nickel 
order, M-14, placing additional limi- 
tations on the use of nickel and nickel- 
bearing alloys. 


SR 4 to CPR 55 


By Amendment 2 to SR 4 to CPR 
55, the Office of Price Stabilization has 
extended temporary pricing for cer- 
tain canned tomato products to No- 
vember 29. SR 4 was to have been 
automatically revoked on November 
14, but on that date OPS said that it 
2 more time in which to analyze 

ata. 


OPS Staff Organization 


John B. Hutson, well-known agri- 
cultural expert, has been appointed 
special agricultural adviser to Price 
Stabilizer DiSalle. Mr. Hutson was 
Director of OPS’ Food and Restaurant 
Division from February to July of 
this year and has served as an in- 
formal adviser to OPS since his resig- 
nation. 

Mr. Hutson will advise Mr. DiSalle 
on price control problems affecting 
all phases of agriculture, including the 
cost of farm equipment, food and fer- 
tilizer, as well as the commodities that 
farmers produce. He was a career 


official in USDA for 25 years (see 
INFORMATION LETTER of February 3, 
page 31). 


Ceiling Price Regulations 
Mailed by N. c. A. 


The N. C. A. this week mailed to 
members copies of the following ceil- 
ing price regulations: 


CPR 55, Collation 1 (includin 
Amendments 1 through 5)—to all 
member canners of fruits and/or 
vegetables. 

CPR 56, Collation 1 r 
Amendments 1 through 6) —to a 
member canners of fruits and/or 
vegetables. 

CPR 22, Amendment 33— to all 
member canners. 

CPR 22, SR 17—to all member can- 
ners. 

The collations of CPR 55 and CPR 

56 make no substantive changes in 
these regulations. 


Corn Cobs Decontrolled 


By Amendment 5 to GOR 7, corn 
cobs have been exempted from price 
control. OPS said that corn cobs are 
a basic material used in furfural, 
which is a chemical important in de- 
fense production, and that the decon- 
trol was taken to stimulate collection 
of corn cobs. 


Eric Johnston Resigns 


The resignation of Eric Johnston 
as Economic Stabilization Adminis- 
trator has been accepted by the Presi- 
dent, effective November 30. Mr. 
Johnston became head of ESA in 
January following the resignation of 
Alan Valentine. 


NPA Studies New Tin Cuts 
(Concluded from page 383) 


amendments to M-25 and M-26, which 
regulate the use of metal cans and 
closures. 


Following is the text of the Fleisch- 
mann letter: 


„Mr. Wilson has asked me to con- 
firm the understanding reached at a 
recent conference held in his office 
with respect to the tin situation. 

„Mr. Wilson is in accord with your 
determination to adhere to our policy 
of paying only a fair and reasonable 
price for tin purchased from — 23 
sources, Because of our current in- 
ability to obtain tin at such prices, 
the following steps are to be taken: 

“1, Further stockpiling of tin is to 
be discontinued at once, and all tin 
purchased will be made available for 


industrial consumption, pursuant to 
allocations to be made by this agency. 

“2. The National Production Au- 
thority will immediately institute ad- 
ditional conservation measures 
signed to bring about a reduced con- 
sumption of tin. Such controls will of 
necessity be concentrated on the use 
of tin plate and tin for brass and 
bronze. 

“3. It is contemplated that the meas- 
ures just outlined, together with some 
further reduction of stocks of tin now 
in the country, will permit us to bal- 
ance supply and demand even if you 
are unable to obtain increased foreign 
supplies at reasonable prices. 

“4, We should meet at appropriate 
intervals with Mr, Wilson for a joint 
evaluation of our position with respect 
to the measures listed above.” 


Background 


The General Services Administra- 
tion announced on March 6 that the 
U. S. government was suspending gov- 
ernment purchases of tin for stock- 
piling and would hold purchases for 
industrial use “to the barest mini- 
mum.” The RFC subsequently was 
designated as the sole importer of tin 
in the United States. Through a 
series of cuts in its selling price, 
which resulted in price drops on the 
Singapore market, the RFC has 
brought the price of tin in the U. 8. 
down to $1.12. 


Color of Raw Tomatoes 
(Concluded from page 383) 


Jersey Canners Association, the To- 
mato Growers Association of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, the State 
Departments of Agriculture of both 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, the 
Production and Marketing Adminis- 
tration of USDA, and the New Jersey 
Experiment Station, where samples 
have been picked up at regular inter- 
vals during the week and subjected to 
colorimetric measurements to deter- 
mine the correlation with the sub- 
jective evaluation of color by experi- 
enced graders furnished through the 
courtesy of the Production and Mar- 
keting Administration and the De- 
partments of Agriculture of New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania. Last year’s 
conference indicated the need for ad- 
ditional data along certain lines, and 
this year’s studies in New Jersey were 
planned to obtain it. 

Research personnel from the New 
York, Ohio, Purdue, and Maryland 
Experiment Stations and the Cali- 
fornia Department of Agriculture 
will also be present to discuss their 
studies on color measurements of raw 
tomatoes. 
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STATISTICS 


1951 Packs and Stocks of 
Canned Fruits and Vegetables 


The 1951-52 pack of canned fruits is 
expected to be moderately larger than 
the 1950-51 pack, and the 1951 pack of 
canned vegetables is expected to be 
about one-fourth larger than last 
year’s, according to a report by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics in 
The Marketing and Transportation 
Situation, 


The 1951 vegetable pack is expected 
to be substantially smaller than the 
record pack of 1946, however. 


Larger packs of peaches, fruit cock- 
tail and salad, plums and prunes, and 
of some other fruits are anticipated, 
BAE said. 


Packers’ combined stocks of the 11 
major canned fruits were about 3 per- 
cent smaller on June 1, 1951, than on 
the same date in 1950. Excluding 
stocks of canned apples and apple 
sauce remaining from the record 1950- 
51 packs, stocks of the other nine 
items were only half as large as on 
June 1, 1950. 


Wholesalers’ combined stocks of the 
leading canned fruits were about 6 
per cent larger on July 1, 1951, than 
a year earlier, according to the report. 


Cucumbers for Pickles 


Preliminary estimates by BAE place 
the 1951 production of cucumbers for 
pickles at 11,099,000 bushels, 51 per- 
cent above 1950 production. This 
year’s estimated production is the sec- 
ond largest on record, being exceeded 
only by the 1949 production of 11,- 
849,000 bushels. 


Total stocks of salt and dill pickles 
in tanks and barrels on October 1 
are estimated at 9,337,000 bushels, 
according to BAE. These 1951 hold- 
ings are about 15 percent more than 
the 1950 holdings of 8,091,000 bushels 
and 6 percent above average holdings 
on October 1 for the preceding 10- 
year period. 


Stocks from the 1951 crop are esti- 
mated at 7,915,000 bushels. This is 
about 68 percent more than the stocks 
from the 1950 crop of 4,705,000 bushels 
and 10 percent more than average 
stocks of 7,196,000 bushels for the 
preceding 10-year period. 


The October 1, 1951 carryover from 
previous crops amounted to 1,422,000 


information Letter 


bushels. This is less than half the 
carryover on October 1, 1950 and 
around 11 percent below the aver- 
age carryover of 1,605,000 bushels 
for the 1940-49 period. 


Spinach for Processing 


The 1951 production of fall-crop 
spinach for processing is 15,070 tons, 
according to BAE. This production 
is about a fifth less than the 1950 
production of 18,720 tons and a third 
less than the 1940-49 average of 22,- 
270 tons. 

Total 1951 production of processing 
spinach is estimated at 110,500 tons, 
as compared with 79,680 tons in 1950 
and 84,720 tons for the 10-year aver- 
age. 


Production 
1950 
State Revised 1951 
(tons, shelled) 
New York 2,770 2,240 
New Jersey 020 0, 580 
Pennsylvania 2,520 2,500 
Ohio 88 350 300 
Michigan... 1,250 2,130 
Wisconsin. 3. 200 3,630 
Delaware 15,610 17,620 
Maryland , 3,720 2,520 
Virginia... 2.540 3, 180 
Washington 1,840 1, 800 
California. 24,620 32, 200 
Other states 12,970 14,070 
U. S. Total 80, 500 #1, 860 


' Ark., Colo., Ca., Idaho, III., Ind., Iowa, Kan“. 


Lima Beans for Processing 


A new high record of 91,860 tons 
is the preliminary estimate of the 
1951 production of lima beans for 
canning, freezing and other process- 
ing, according to BAE. This is about 
14 percent more than the 1950 produc- 
tion of 80,500 tons and more than 
twice the 10-year average of 45,470 
tons. 

The 1951 estimated yield per acre 
is 1,695 pounds. This compares with 
1,698 pounds obtained in 1950 and an 
average of 1,257 for the 1940-49 
period. 


State and Acreage Production 

Seasonal Group 1950 1951 1950 1951 
(acres) (tons) 

Texas 

Winter 5,000 3,000 5,000 3, 300 
California 

Winter 7,340 11,900 40,400 69,000 
Virginia. 850 700 2,880 2,500 

Spring 300 250 900 SNL) 

550 450 1,980 1,620 
Maryland... 1,130 050 1.900 1, 700 

Spring..... 30 500 1,0% 1,280 

. 600 450 B40 450 
Arkansas 5,700 6, 700 8,500 9,900 

Spring... 3,500 5,000 5,600 7,000 

Fall 2,200 1,700 2,900 2,900 
Oklahoma 9,300 9,600 12,000 16,500 

Spring 5.300 7,800 8,000 14,000 

‘all 4,000 1,800 4,000 2,500 
New Jersey 

1,800 1,000 


Winter and 


9,000 
Total, 7 states 31,120 34,750 79,680 
Spring 60, 900 


98 818 


Minn., Mo., Okla., Ore., Tenn“, and Utah. all 9,150 6,300 18,720 
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